Writing Project on the 1920s

(1) No Drinks: The 18th Amendment, ratified by the states in 1919, made alcohol illegal throughout the United States. The Prohibition era changed the United States dramatically. (The 18th Amendment was later repealed by the 21st Amendment) What do you think the United States would be like if a new Prohibition amendment passed this year? List a few of the major changes that you think would occur.

(2) Give Women the Vote: Before the ratification of the 19th Amendment, American women were not allowed to vote. Put yourself in the position of a lobbyist (someone who fights for a cause) working to convince legislators that women deserve suffrage (the right to vote). Compile a list of at least five reasons why women should be granted suffrage.

(3) Isolating America: After World War I, the United States hoped to limit or end American involvement in foreign affairs-a policy known as isolationism. Why do you think the United States and many Americans were cautious about getting involved in foreign affairs after The Great War”?

(4) Rich and Crazy: The 1920s (sometimes known as “The Roaring Twenties”) was a time of baseball, jazz, dancing, daring stunts, outrageous fashions and extravagant spending. It was also a time of relative economic prosperity for the United States. Do you think wild behavior goes along with riches? Back up your argument with a few examples, either of individuals, of nations or of other periods in United States history.

(5) Scopes on Trial: In 1925, a high school biology teacher from Tennessee named John Scopes was put on trial for teaching evolution to his students. Why do you think Scopes' behavior so shocked the residents of Tennessee? Can you imagine such a thing happening today in the United States? Explain.

(6) At the Talkies: In the 1920s, mass entertainment started to emerge in the form of radio, movies with sound (called “talkies”) and sporting events like baseball. Imagine that after years of watching silent films, you see your first talkie. Write a paragraph-long letter to a friend describing the experience.

