Interdisciplinary Activities

1. The Western Frontier

Geography: Draw a freehand outline map of the United States today. Shade in the area covered by the states that came into being during the period of the mining boom.

Art: Create a poster that the United States government might have used to encourage farmers to move west. Think about what would tempt you to move west if you were a farmer.

Science: Research to find out more about the buffalo. With the buffalo at the center, create a diagram that shows the importance of this animal in the everyday life and culture of Plains Native Americans.

Citizenship: Write a campaign slogan for a Populist candidate who is running for office and make a bumper sticker displaying your slogan.

2. The Growth of Industry

Art: Create an advertisement with words and pictures to announce the development of the new Pullman sleeping car.

Science: Write a one-page paper describing how the inventions mentioned during the growth of industry changed the way Americans viewed the world. Discuss how these inventions led to further advances in scientific theory.

Citizenship: Research to find a philanthropist who has provided benefits to the community in which you live-in the past or present.

Art: Design a board game in which players can experience the ups and downs of factory work in the late 1800s. Include spaces such as “Workday extended to 12 hours. Miss a turn.” and “Your union wins a pay hike. Collect $5.”

3. Toward an Urban America

Art: Create a collage illustrating the origins of immigrants who came to the United States after 1880. Clip photographs from advertisements and news magazines to make your collage.

Art: Draw the front of a postcard that shows a scene of an American city in 1900. On the reverse side, write a note that an immigrant may have sent home to relatives.

Art: Create your own moving pictures by making a series of drawings (that build on one another) on 2-inch by 4-inch slips of paper. Staple the slips of paper together on one side, then flip through them slowly to view your motion pictures.

4. Progressive Reforms

Civics: Citizens must prepare to vote. Create a pamphlet describing the kinds of things voters should know in order to make their ballots meaningful.

Expository Writing: Find a newspaper article abut the role of women today. Rewrite the article to reflect how the information might have been presented in the early 1900s.

Art: Draw a political cartoon that supports Theodore Roosevelt's actions as a trustbuster.

Art: Create a title and cover design for a book about discrimination that might have been written during this time.

5. Overseas Expansion

Geography: Research the natural resources of Alaska. Draw a map of the state and use symbols to represent each resource and show its location in the state.

Science: Research the process of turning sugarcane into the refined sugar available in supermarkets. Draw a diagram showing the steps involved.

Expository Writing: Write a 45-second news report to convince viewers that they should pressure the United States to get involved in a war with Spain over Cuba. Be as persuasive as possible.

Economics: Use a reference such as Historical Abstract of the United States to find the value of United States imports and exports to a Latin American nation between 1890-1910. Create a graph showing this information.

6. World War I

Science: Research the inventions that were developed in World War 1. Make a chart in which you describe each invention and a possible peacetime use of the invention.

Expository Writing: Create headlines announcing major events described in World War 1. Keep in mind that headlines condense (shorten) much information into a few words.

Descriptive Writing: Write the text for a radio broadcast announcing the arrival of American soldiers in Paris in 1917.

Citizenship: Suppose that the United States was at war today. Write a law that states who is eligible to be drafted and what to do about people who refuse to serve.

Geography: Compare the map of Europe after World War 1 to a map of Europe today. Make a list of the significant border changes that have occurred since that time.

7. The Jazz Age/Roaring 20s

Descriptive Writing: Make a list of three-to-five adjectives that you think describe the mood of the United States during this era. Draw or paint these adjectives on a poster board that expresses the words' meanings.

Art: Draw a political cartoon that illustrates an example of an event that took place during the Harding presidency. Make sure to include a caption with your cartoon.

Math: Research the total auto sales for a ten-year period. Compare your findings with a graph that indicates auto sales of the 1920s. Write a paragraph comparing the two sets of figures. Include any conclusions you reach.

Reading: Find and research a poem by a 1920s writer that interests you. Find illustrations and photographs that help to communicate the meaning of the poem.

8. The Great Depression

Economics: Research the food prices of the 1930s. Make a list of groceries of what you can buy on a budget of $3.00 a week. Make another list of which items you could buy if you only had $3.00 a week.

Government: Create a table that lists the positive and negative aspects of the New Deal farm program. Summarize in a brief paragraph what conclusions you can draw from your table.

Descriptive Writing: Think of a modern story idea that would be considered social criticism. Using the outline of the story, write a short scene in which the characters point out a flaw in their society.

Government: Research the effect of the New Deal in your community. Find out if the federal government in the 1930s supported any local projects in conservation, construction or the arts.

9. World War 2

Expository Writing: Write newspaper headlines about three events that occurred between 1930-1939.

Descriptive Writing: Write and record a 15-second radio news bulletin announcing the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor.

Writing: Suppose you are a woman working in a defense factory during the war. This is the first job you have had outside of your home. Write a journal entry describing your first day on the job.

Geography: Draw a map of the Soviet Union and use symbols to show the outcome of the battles between the German and Soviet forces.

Math: Make a bar graph that compares the number of people killed during the war in the major Axis and Allied nations.

10. The Cold War

Geography: Compare a map of Africa after World War 2 to a map of Africa today. Photocopy or draw a modern map and indicate five countries that have changed their names or boundaries.

Economics: Views copies of newspapers published five years ago. Compare the prices of three items at that time to the same items today. Calculate the percent of increase (or decrease) in price for each of the items.

Persuasive Writing: Write a one-page editorial in which you argue whether a United States military leader should or should not be able to override a president's decision.

Art: Draw a political cartoon that describes the effect you think Joseph McCarthy had on the American people. Make sure you include a caption with your cartoon.

11. America in the 1950s

Science: Make a two-level time line with the heading “United States” and “Soviet Union”. Track the achievements of these nations in space between 1957 and 1967.

Music: Paste photographs or drawings on poster board of the musicians you think represent the best of modern music. Write a caption that include your explanation of why music is an important part of American culture.

Descriptive Writing: Write a poem of at least 12 lines long that might have been written by a social critic of the 1950s.

12. The Civil Rights Era

Descriptive Writing: Write a song to be sung at a civil rights march. Base your lyrics on the story of Rosa Parks and her courage the night of her arrest.

Citizenship: Choose one of President Kennedy's and Johnson's programs and create a poster supporting or opposing it.

Expository Writing: Choose a civil rights figure from this era. Research this person and a write a personal profile. Include copies of photographs, speeched and so on as appropriate.

Citizenship: Create a poster that might have been used in a march to support or oppose the ERA.

13. The Vietnam Era

Persuasive Writing: Write a speech that President Kennedy might have written to defend his actions during the Cuban missile crisis. 

Research and Sequencing: Use books, magazines and newspapers to learn about the plight of American prisoners of war (POWs) and American soldiers missing in action (MIAs) in Vietnam. Make a time line to show what the government and private citizens have done on their behalf.

Research: Interview friends and relatives who lived during the Vietnam War era to see how people in your community reacted to the conflict. Present an oral report of your findings.

Expository Writing: Imagine you are a reporter during the Vietnam era. Research and write a story on an aspect of the war that you find interesting.

      14. The Search for Stability

Current Events: Find a newspaper article that discusses the Israeli-Arab relationship today and compare it to the relationship that existed in the 1960s and 1970s.

Art: Create a bumper sticker that supports or opposes Ford's pardon of President Nixon in the Watergate scandal.

Geography: Draw a world map and label the countries that President Carter dealt with during his presidency.

15. New Challenges

Research: Find the literal meaning of the terms contras (Spanish) and perestroika (Russian). Then find an English word or phrase that has the same meaning. Use the two terms in a complete sentence.

Geography: Make a photocopy of your state map. Draw a “wall” that runs down the middle of your state north-to-south. If you could not cross this wall, which large cities would you be cut off from?

Citizenship: During the next week, pay attention to the news to find what actions the president has taken on different issues. Next to each entry, indicate your stand on the issue and whether you agree with the actions of the president.

Expository Writing: How will world events affect your future? Write an essay entitled “The World's Future and My Own” identifying important issues and explaining how events could affect your life.

