Aim: What were the accomplishments made by the administration of Theodore Roosevelt?
4. Theodore Roosevelt as President
· Theodore Roosevelt was a major supporter of the progressive movement during the time he was vice president of the United States.

· When William McKinley was assassinated in 1901, Theodore Roosevelt became the 26th President of the United States.

· Roosevelt had strong ideas about government in that the government should protect the rights of the people and as president, Roosevelt vowed to use his power to accomplish this goal.

· When Theodore Roosevelt was re-elected in 1904, he decided to push a progressive agenda through Congress
.

4.1 Trusts
· Roosevelt believed that the growth of big business, including trusts, was part of the economic process.

· However, Roosevelt believed that trusts that did not benefit the good of business was wrong and needed to be stopped.

· Roosevelt believed that if a trust was bad, the government had the right to interfere.

· In March 1902, Roosevelt directed the government to file a suit against the Northern Securities Company.

· This company owned and operated three railroads in the northwestern United States. 

· Northern Securities was a holding company-a company that owns controlling interests in other companies.


-In these companies, the board of directors owns, rather than holds in trust, the stock of the companies.


- The board also directs the policy for the company whose stock they own.

· Roosevelt was able to bring the Northern Securities Company to the United States Supreme Court. The United States Supreme Court ordered the Northern Securities Trust to be broken up.

· Roosevelt also set his eye on the Standard Oil Trust and the American Tobacco Trust. This led many American newspapers to label Theodore Roosevelt as the “trustbuster”.
Question 1

How was Theodore Roosevelt’s view on trusts different than his predecessors (people who came before him?

Question 2

Which two companies trusts did Theodore Roosevelt bust?

4.2 Labor
· Before the administration of Theodore Roosevelt, many members of government sided with management when labor-management disputes arose.

· In May 1902, a coal strike broke out in Pennsylvania. The strike dragged on and caused serious shortages of coal.

· Roosevelt called the leaders of both sides to the White House where he asked them to settle the strike by having both sides settle their differences.

· The workers decided to go along with the decision of a government commission, but the mine owners refused to go along with the decision.

· When Theodore Roosevelt told the owners that he would use the army to run the mines, the owners agreed to settle the strike.

· As a result, the miners union got recognition for their efforts and were able to negotiate a small pay raise.

Question 3

· How did President Roosevelt become involved in the coal strike of 1902?

4.3 Railroad Regulation
· Theodore Roosevelt also regulated the railroads.

· In 1903, Roosevelt made the US Congress pass the Elkins Act which made rebates illegal. 

· In 1906, Roosevelt also made the US Congress pass the Hepburn Act which made the Interstate Commerce Act stronger by allowing it to fix railroad rates. The rates could only be challenged through the courts.
Question 4

· What progressive legislation was passed under the administration of Theodore Roosevelt?

4.4 Food and Drugs
· Reforms in the food and drug industries also were accomplished during the administration of Theodore Roosevelt.

· In 1906, the United States Congress passed the Pure Food and Drug Act. This act stopped the manufacture, sale or transportation of foods and drugs that were not pure or properly marked.

· Theodore Roosevelt also made the US Congress pass the Meat Inspection Act. This set up federal inspection of all meat transported across state lines.

Question 5

· In the Pure Food and Drug Act, Roosevelt enacted legislation to properly label all food and medicinal items. 

· What would life be like if the Pure Food and Drug Act was not passed?
4.5 Conservation
· President Roosevelt gave strong support to conservation. Conservationists disliked the way America’s natural resources were used. These people were against wasteful mining and lumber practices and wanted areas of natural beauty to be preserved for people to enjoy.

· One way in which Roosevelt conserved was that he wanted to preserve natural forests. The Forest Reserve Act of 1891 gave the President the power to preserve natural forests. The three presidents before Theodore Roosevelt saved 47 million acres of forests. Under Roosevelt, 150 million acres of forests were saved.

· Roosevelt also favored the government development of natural resources. In 1902, Roosevelt signed the Newlands Act, which used money from the sale of public lands to be used for irrigation projects in the West. As a result, dams were built and 1,000,000 acres of land were used for farming.

Question 6

· What is conservation?

· Do you know of any items on Staten Island that are conserved by local, state and national government?

Question 7

· How did President Roosevelt enforce conservation during his administration?

