First Project: Reconstruction
Please choose from one of the following options for the project.

1. Internet Activity
Direct the students to the following websites: 
www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm 
www.jimcrowhistory.org/resources/narratives.htm 
Please complete the Internet Treasure Hunt activity that is attached 
Internet Treasure Hunt[image: image1.wmf]
Web page #1:  Jim Crow Laws (www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm)
After reading all of the laws, pick five Jim Crow laws that you find interesting or especially mean or silly.  WRITE THE LAWS AND SKIP SPACES (AT LEAST 3-4 LINES AFTER EACH LAW).

After writing down your law, in the space you left, explain why you picked each law.

Now answer the following questions at the bottom of your laws and explanations sheet:

What do you think it would be like to live under these laws?

Is it hard for you to understand why we would have these laws?  Why or why not?

What do you think about these laws (are they silly, mean, cruel, or strange)?  Explain.

Web page #2:  Personal Narratives (www.jimcrowhistory.org/resources/narratives.htm)

Pick a narrative.

Read the narrative.

Answer the 5W’s and How listed below:
Who?

What did he/she do?

When did he/she live?

Where did he/she live?

Why did he/she do what he/she did?

How did he/she live during segregation?
2. Poems and American History

1. Read “Sympathy.” 

Read the first time without stopping. 
Read the second time stopping to discuss these points: 

symbolism, mood, tone, and theme 

how the symbol of the caged bird creates the mood and the theme 

how this poem reflects the African American struggle for freedom from Jim Crow and other unfair policies 

2. Read “Caged Bird.” 

Read the first time without stopping. 

Read the second time stopping to discuss points. 

Discuss symbolism, mood, and theme.
3. Compare and contrast the poem “Sympathy” and “Caged Bird”: 

(a) contrast the structures, the difference in the symbols, and the mood 

(b) compare the theme and the commonalities of the poems 

(c)   discuss how both reflect the African American struggle for freedom 


(d)   discuss how “Caged Bird” reflects the struggle for equality 

                (e)   discuss which poem is more effective 
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a) Read “Keep A-Pluggin Away.” 

b) Read it the first time without stopping. 

c) Read it the second time, stopping to discuss important points: 

the use of repetition, the mood, the tone, and the theme 

d) the connection between this poem and the African-American struggle against Jim Crow 

the message that Paul Lawrence Dunbar was trying to make to his African-American “brothers and sisters” 
Here are some links to the poems and poets.

http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/Paul-Laurence-Dunbar/15528
http://www.libraries.wright.edu/special/dunbar/poetryindex/keep_apluggin_away.html
http://poetryfoundation.org/archive/poem.html?id=178948
Here is a site for all things Reconstruction and Jim Crow Laws:

http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/home.htm
