Aim: How did immigration change the United States in the late 1800s?
4. A Growing and Changing Population

· The population of the United  States was growing and changing in the late 1800s.

· In 1860, there were 31,500,000 people in the United States. 

· By 1900, there were 76,000,000 people in the United States.

· A large part of this growth in population came from immigration.

· Between 1860 and 1900, 14 million immigrants entered the United States bringing different customs, languages, and religions to the nation.

· The rise in new immigrants caused trouble with native-born Americans and this ultimately led to the government controlling immigration.

(1) In the forty years since the Civil War began, what happened to America’s population?

(2) What was a major reason for the rise in population?

4.1 The “Old” Immigration

· In the late 1800s, most immigrants who entered the United States were part of the old immigration.

· These immigrants came from the same areas as earlier immigrants---northwestern Europe.

· The largest group of nearly 3,500,000 immigrants came from Germany.

· Almost 2,000,000 people arrived from Great Britain and nearly the same amount arrived from Ireland.

· Around 1,400,000 people came from Scandinavian nations of Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden.

· About 500,000 of these Scandinavian immigrants settled in the Midwestern United States.
(3) Which nations were the “old immigration” nations?

(4) Where did the largest group of old immigrants arrive from?

4.2 The “New” Immigration

· However, beginning around 1880, more and more people who entered the nation were part of the “new” immigration.

· The new immigrants came from southern and eastern Europe. Up to this time, few people from these areas had come to the United States.

· Between 1880 and 1900, about 100,000 new immigrants came to the United States.

· Between 1900 and 1914, the number of arrivals reached about 500,000 a year.

· Nearly 3,000,000 Italian immigrants arrived in the United States between 1900 and 1914.

· During the same period, 3,000,000 people from Austria-Hungary and almost 2,500,000 people from Russia and the Baltic nations of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia came to America.

· Another 500,000 people entered the United States from the Balkan nations of Romania, Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey. Included in these groups were a large number of Polish people.
· Many of the new immigrants moved into the cities of the northeastern United States.

· The reasons for their arrival included job. Immigrants sought jobs advertised in Europe by American businesses.

· Many immigrants were unskilled laborers that took jobs in manufacturing or the railroads.

· Others took jobs in the coal mines or in the garment industry.

· They tended to live among people who shared a common history, religion, customs and language.

(5) From which nations/areas did immigrants arrive from after 1880?

(6) Where did these new immigrants settle?

4.3 Asian Immigration

· In 1849, Asian immigration began to grow when the first large group of Chinese entered the United States during the California gold rush.

· In the 1860s, Chinese workers played an important part in building the Central Pacific Railroad.

· In the 1870s, Chinese immigrants moved into the mining areas of the West. Some set up businesses in California, Nevada, and other western states.

· Only 300,000 Chinese immigrants entered the United States between 1820 and 1882.

· Some years later, the Japanese began immigrating to the United States.

· Both Japanese and Chinese immigrants settled mainly on the Pacific coast, primarily in California.

· Although some bought their own land, most took jobs as farm workers.

· By 1910, there were about 155,000 Japanese immigrants in the United States.
(7) Which Asian nations sent immigrants to the United States during the 1800s?

(8) In which areas did these immigrants settle when they arrived in the United States?

4.4 Reaction to Immigrants

· Many people born in the United States reacted with hostility to the immigrants.

· Many Americans believed that the immigrants should not have a role in the democratic process because of their limited education.

· Other Americans also believed that the immigrants would take the jobs of American workers.

· The biggest reaction towards immigrants were found along the eastern coast of the United States.

· Many Americans disliked the immigrants because they were Catholic or Jewish.

· Many western Americans did not like the fact that the immigrants were Chinese or Japanese origin.

· Many nativists (native born Americans) did not like the language, appearance and customs of the newly-arrived immigrants.

· In the late 1880s, a number of secret societies against immigrants were formed.

· Many of these groups were also against Catholics and Jews.

· The biggest anti-immigrant group was the American Protective Association which formed in 1887. The main goal of the group was to restrict immigration.
(9) Why was there concern about immigration in the late 1800s?
(10) What is a nativist and what they not like about the new immigrants of the late 1800s?
(11) What was the American Protective Association?

4.5 Regulation of Immigration

· Before long, those native-born Americans would influence lawmakers to regulate immigration.

· In certain areas of the West, local laws were passed against the Chinese.

· Chinese immigrants could not hold certain jobs or marry whites. They were also forced to live in certain parts of cities.

· As feelings against the Chinese grew, the United States government passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, the nation’s first law aimed at controlling immigration.

· The law was passed in 1882, this act stated that no Chinese worker could enter the United States for the next ten years-nearly all the immigrants entering from China were workers. 

· The law also stated that the courts could not make Chinese people citizens of the United States.
(12) What were the aims and goals of the Chinese Exclusion Act?

(13) How were the Japanese immigrants made to feel prejudice?
