
Western Writing Assignment


Please choose one of the following six assignments from the


choices below. 


Write a response to any one of the choices. The response must


be a minimum of 100 words. If you are typing, please double


space and use a maximum font of 16 point.


If you are writing the response, please print neatly with no


mistakes/corrections on your paper. Please skip lines.

1. To the Bad Lands: The United States government wanted to

expand America's borders westward, but Native Americans inhabited that land. The government dealt with this by forcibly

relocating many Native Americans to reservations on arid land

far from their homes.


Imagine yourself as an advisor to the President of the United States


during the late 1800s. You are to create a proposal for westward


expansion that is favorable to both the government and the Native

American population.

2. Westward Ho: Manifest Destiny is the idea that it was the United

States' destiny to expand westward across the continent, all the


way to the Pacific Ocean.


Do you think westward expansion was truly the United States'


destiny? Why or why not?

3. California: Rock-bound and Cheerless?: Senator Daniel Webster

is reported to have said this of what is now California,


“What do we want with this vast, worthless area? This region of


savages and wild beasts, of deserts and shifting sands and 


whirlwinds of dust, of cactus and prairie dogs...What can we


ever hope to do with the western coast, a coast of three-thousand


miles, rock-bound, cheerless, uninviting and not a harbor on it?


Write Senator Webster a letter about what California is like today?

4. Heading West in a Wagon: Imagine that you and your family

have loaded your wagon and are heading for unsettled land in

the Oregon Territory.


Write a journal entry about the things that have seen along the way


and what you plan to do once you arrive in Oregon.

5. Striking It Rich: In 1848, miners discovered a precious substance 

in California: gold. Within a year, prospectors flocked to

California determined to strike it rich.


Write a letter to your family explaining that you have gold fever and


are headed to California to make your fortune.

6. On the Railroad: Make a list of ten reasons why railroad transportation was more desirable and potentially more

profitable than river transportation.

