Aim: What factors led to the growth of American labor?
5. The Rise of American Labor
· The late 1800s saw the rise of American labor.

· Workers of all types were affected by the growth of Big Business.

· Big business changed not only the way they worked but also the way they lived.

· As time passed, workers turned more and more to organizations for help.
5.1 Early Labor Groups
· Skilled workers formed the earliest labor unions in the late 1700s.

· With industrialization, however, mills and factories employed greater numbers of people who needed little skill or no skill to do the work.

· People were replaceable, they had no contact with their employers.

· As Big Business grew, so did disputes between the workers and the employers.

· When companies became larger, it was no longer possible to settle personal or a local level.

· This led to the start of national labor unions.

(1) What is a labor union?

(2) Who belonged to the early labor organizations in the United States?
- In 1866, a number of trade unions, made up of skilled workers to form the National Labor Union.

- Its leaders wanted to make changes through political means. 

- Most of the members, however, were interested in immediate gains.

- The National Labor Union broke up.

3) What was the most important national labor union?
5.2 The Knights of Labor
· In December 1869, the Noble and Holy Order of the Knights of Labor was founded by Uriah Stephens.

· The Knights of Labor was an organization of individuals rather than trade unions. The union was open to all workers, skilled and unskilled.

· In 1879, Terence Powderly was chosen as the leader of the Knights of Labor. Powderly was a reformer who believed that workers should establish their own mines, factories and railroads.

· Powderly was against the use of a strike to accomplish the goals of labor. He was in favor of negotiations between labor and management.

· Strikes become more commonplace because many unions began to use them.

· During the time of Terence Powderly, the Knights of Labor grew rapidly. By 1886, they had over 700,000 members.

4) Who formed the Knights of Labor?

5) Which groups of people could join the Knights of Labor?

6) What is a strike?

7) What did the Knights of Labor favor instead of the strike?

5.3 Haymarket Square
· The violence that occurred at Haymarket Square was a setback for labor.

· The riot at Haymarket Square begins in 1886 when workers from the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company went on strike for an eight hour day. Strikers and police clashed on May 3rd. A striker was killed and several others were wounded.

· Union leaders called a meeting the next day to protest the striker’s death. 

· Some anarchists who attended the meeting were accused of detonating a bomb. The bomb killed seven policemen and injured countless others. The police fired into the crowd and killed four more people.

· Americans were upset by the news at Haymarket Square. The anarchists present at that meeting were accused of detonating the bomb and were found guilty. They were executed even though nothing linked the anarchists with the bombing.

· Other people blamed the unions, many blaming the Knights of Labor for their actions.

· Soon after, the Knights of Labor lost a lot of members and their power was diminished.

7) What occurred at Haymarket Square?

8) What does the word anarchist mean?

9) Who was blamed for the Haymarket violence?
5.4 The American Federation of Labor
· Was created when the Knights of Labor slowly went out of existence.

· The American Federation of Labor was formed by Samuel Gompers.

· The AFL was made up of skilled workers who already belonged to trade unions.

· These trade unions would be more or less independent within the AFL-they were allowed to do their own thing.

· The AFL did not want to change society, their goals were to establish better conditions for their workers such as shorter hours and better pay.

· The AFL, unlike the Knights of Labor, favored the use of strikes.

· By 1900, the AFL were the biggest union in the United States.

10) When was the American Federation of Labor formed?

11) Who founded the American Federation of Labor?

12) What were the goals of the AFL?
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