Aim: What were the reasons for American expansion?

1. The Stirrings of Expansion

· By the end of the 1800s and brought about the growth of big business, the United States felt the stirrings of expansion.

· Before the end of the 1800s, people in the United States only cared about the domestic affairs of the United States.


1) Civil War occurring between 1861-1865.


2) The settlement of the West 1865-1900.


3) The growth of Big Business 1865-1900.

· However by the end of the 1800s, the government of the United States began to interfere in the affairs of nations outside of the United States.

· As more interest was placed in our nation’s foreign affairs, more and more people’s interest grew in the foreign affairs of the United States. (This continues to the present day-IRAQ!!!!)‏

(1) Why did Americans pay little attention to foreign affairs during much of the 1800s?
1.1 Early Attempts

· Even before the Civil War, the United States began trading with other nations.

· In 1844, Caleb Cushing became the first American commissioner to China. China was opened to western trade by the British.

· The United States, under the guidance of Cushing, were soon able to open trade with China through the signing of trade agreements. 

· Japan, just like China, also kept the nations of Europe from trading with it.

· However, Japan, seeing the events in China, opened the port of Nagasaki to the Spanish, Portuguese and the Dutch.

· The United States, also, wanted to open trade with Japan. The President of the United States, Millard Fillmore, sent Commodore Matthew Perry to open the ports for trade.

(2) How did the United States obtain trading rights with China?
(3) Who opened up American trade with Japan?
· After the Civil War, the United States began to expand its territory.

· William Seward, the Secretary of State under Andrew Johnson, was a strong supporter of expansion.

· In 1867, Seward convinced the United States Congress to purchase Alaska from Russia. The cost $7.2 million dollars. However, many people thought Seward was a fool to purchase the land.

· The move would be beneficial when gold and oil are discovered years after the purchase.

1.2 Expansionist Ideas
· In the earlier part of the 1800s, the expansion of the United States was called manifest destiny.

· In 1823, James Monroe issued his Monroe Doctrine which kept the nations of Europe out of the Western Hemisphere. This allowed the US to trade with the Caribbean, Central and South America.

· In 1846, our expansionist ideas led us into a war with Mexico. The Mexican War allowed the United States to acquire Texas, New Mexico, California and Arizona.

· The latter part of the 1800s led the United States to settle and establish territories in the West. By 1900, the United States had acquired all the land between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

· With the frontier closed and big business expanding, the government of the United States turned to Europe for new expansionist ideas.

· The nations of Europe were involved in imperialism, a system in which a larger, more developed nations controls smaller, weaker nations.

· In the late 1800s, the nations of Western Europe acquired colonies in Africa, the Middle East, India and Southeastern Asia as a result of imperialism.

· There were two purposes for imperialism.

1) For the larger nation it meant raw materials to feed their industrialized economies.

2) For the larger nation it meant markets to sell their finished goods.
· Other people used the ideas of Social Darwinism to feed their expansionist ideas.

· People believed that the nations were taking part in a power struggle in which the strongest nations survived.

· Many people favored expansion and wanted the United States to build an empire for the following reasons:

(a) By building an empire, Americans believed that they could as powerful an empire as the nations of Europe.
(b) Big Business wanted to sell their goods and services to nations around the world.

(c) The wealthy wished to invest in big business ventures in these smaller nations.

(d) Religious leaders in the United States wanted to spread the ideas of Christianity to people in other parts of the world.

(e) Another influence on expansion were based on the ideas of Alfred Thayer Mahan, who was an important figure at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island.

(f) The big idea of Mahan was that for a nation to achieve powerful stature it should have a strong naval force for trade and defense.

(4) What is imperialism and what purposes did imperialism serve the powerful nations of Europe and the United States?
(5) How did the ideas of Social Darwinism apply to imperialism?

1.3 Midway and Samoan Islands

· America’s interest in the islands of the Pacific Ocean began in the years following the Civil War.

· 1867-Occupation of Midway Islands (named for their position in the Pacific-right smack out in the middle of the ocean). These islands were valuable as naval bases as well as coaling and cable (for communication) purposes.

· 1878-the United States acquired the opportunity to build a naval base in the Samoan Islands (located between Hawaii and Australia).

· The United States, however, did not realize that England and Germany also had possessed these islands.

· Through diplomacy, the three nations worked out an agreement where the United States would build the naval base.

(6) Why did the United States want to acquire islands in the Pacific Ocean?

1.4 Hawaiian Islands

· Hawaiian Islands were also another area the United States were interested in.

· First Americans arrive in Hawaii in the 1700s. Hawaii was a stop for Americans sailing to China. Others arrived with the hope of converting the Hawaiians to Christianity.

· Others arrived to make a lot of $$$$$ growing and harvesting sugar.

· More interest in Hawaii appears when Americans hear that the Hawaiians would open their sugar trade with Great Britain.

· The United States soon sign treaties regulating the sugar trade while allowing Pearl Harbor to be used as a naval station. This allowed for relations between Hawaii and the United States to be strong until 1890.

· In 1890, relations became strained between the United States and Hawaii when the McKinley Tariff is passed.

· This tariff taxed sugar imported into the United States and when passed, the tariff nearly bankrupts the Hawaiian economy.

· As a result, many Americans believe to keep Hawaii and their sugar, we had to annex the islands.

· So we did.

· It wasn’t long until an American revolt led by Sanford Dole and John Stevens overthrew Queen Lilioukalani and her monarchy and replaced her with an American-style republic with Stevens as its head.

· Stevens asked Grover Cleveland to annex Hawaii. When the President in 1894, heard about the fact that we were behind the revolt, he refused to annex the islands.

· With that slap in the face, the Republic of Hawaii was established and was a sovereign nation for a few years.

· William McKinley, elected President in 1896, annexed the Hawaiian Islands in 1898.

(7)   How did the United States become involved in Hawaii?
(8) What caused increased American interest in Hawaii?

(9)   Why did people in the United States want to annex Hawaii?
· 1.5 The Venezuelan Dispute

· Problems between Venezuela and the British forced the United States to interfere under the rules of the Monroe Doctrine.

· The disagreement over the border went on for years, but was made worse when gold was discovered in the region, the United States stepped in. The US used arbitration-a hearing and deciding of an issue by a 3rd party-to settle the matter.

· This showed the growing importance of the US in regards to foreign affairs. 

(10) How did the United States become involved in the Venezuelan boundary dispute and what role did they take?

