Great Depression/World War II Writing Project

(1) Losing the Bank's Money: During the 1920s, many investors borrowed money from banks in order to speculate in the stock market. This practice was often a bad idea for the banks, the investors and the companies who sold the stocks. Come up with a scenario in which an investor could get in financial trouble after borrowing money from a bank and betting it on one stock.

(2) Dad Loses His Job: The Great Depression, which lasted from 1929 to 1939, devastated America. Up to thirty percent of working Americans lost their jobs; members of the middle class became homeless; children went hungry. Imagine you are a child in a middle-class family. Many of your friends' fathers have lost their jobs, and you have just found out that your father has lost his job. Write a journal entry describing your fears about the future.

(3) Alphabet Soup: The administration of FDR was often referred to as “Alphabet Soup Administration” because it created many new, acronym-friendly government offices including the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps), the WPA (Works Progress Administration) and the TVA (Tennessee Valley Authority). Make a list of six current government offices or agencies that add to the alphabet soup.

(4) Third Term: With the United States on the brink of entering World War II, President Franklin Roosevelt decided to run for an unprecedented third presidential term. Make a list of reasons why this could have been a good idea and a list of reasons why this could have been a bad idea.

(5) Believing the Reports: The American public did not truly take in the horror of Adolf Hitler's regime until years after the existence of concentration camps was first reported in American newspapers. Partly this was the fault of the media, which did not give prominent placement to news of the Holocaust. What other factors do you think contributed to the long delay in understanding the Holocaust?

(6) Money for War: The war effort of World War II stimulated the United States economy and helped pull the nation out of the Great Depression. Why do you think the war had this effect? What sort of industries benefit from a war?

(7) Pearl Harbor and the World Trade Center: Many veterans of World War II have said that the attacks of September 11, 2001, resembled their emotions after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Write a journal entry as if you are a student living in 1941 who has just heard the news of the Pearl Harbor attack?

(8) WWII Posters: During wartime, the government often uses media to encourage people to participate in the war effort. During WWII, the government produced posters, most of which encouraged young men to enlist in active duty. Other posters urged women to work in factories or show support in other ways. Sketch two WWII posters, one meant for men and one meant for women.

        (9) A Million Lives or the Bomb: The year is 1945 and the Japanese have not yet surrendered. You are 

President Harry Truman. Your advisors have informed you that forcing a Japanese surrender through 
continued conventional fighting may have cost as many as one million American lives. You have the 
option of dropping the newly developed atomic bomb on Japan, thereby killing hundreds of thousands of 
Japanese. Which option do you choose? Why?

