
Progressive Era Writing Assignment


Please choose one from the following seven choices below.


Write a response of a minimum 100 words to any of the choices.


If you are typing the response, please use a font no larger than


16 point and use double space. 



If you are writing, please print neatly with no correction marks or cross- 
outs. Please skip lines if you are writing the response.


This project is due ________________________.

1. Letter to the Farm: In the decades following the Civil War, many Americans moved from the countryside to cities. 


Imagine that you have just moved to a city and write a letter to


the people back home about how your new life differs from life


on the farm.

2. A Nation of Readers: After the Civil War, newspaper and magazine circulation went through the roof, as did book sales.


What do you think caused this phenomenon?

3. Melted or Tossed: Because of the large number of immigrants who have settled in the United States over the years, America has been called a melting pot. Some people dislike the term and say America is more like a tossed salad than a melting pot.


What do you think the terms “melting pot” and “tossed salad” actually 


mean? Define both terms in your own words.

4. Kids at Work: During the early twentieth century, many children as young as five and six were working all day every day picking fruit, packing meat, selling papers, or doing some other form of physical labor. Child labor was one of the targets of activists known as Progressives.

Think like a Progressive and create a list of the top ten reasons why children shouldn’t be forced to work. While you’re compiling your list, consider the dangers that children face in the workplace and the opportunities they miss because of time spent at work.

5. Muckrakers: Muckrakers were reporters who, in the early 1900s, investigated social injustices and exposed them in print. Newspaper and magazine editors financed extensive research to guarantee the reliability of the muckrakers’ reporters. Imagine you are an editor.

Why do you think spending money to ensure accuracy is worthwhile?

6. Meatpackers: One of the worst examples of corruption at the turn of the 20th century was the meat packing and meat processing business. Dead rats, pieces of ropes, and other debris were often scooped up and deposited in potted ham or other processed meats.

Write a letter to the president of a meatpacking plant expressing your concern over such practices.
7. Teddy and the Forests: President Teddy Roosevelt pioneered legislation known as the Forest Reserve Act that set aside over 40 million acres of forest land for national parks and wildlife reserves. Do you believe this was a wise move? How might the landscape of the United States be different today if Roosevelt hadn’t been so concerned about the environment? Explain.

