Aim: What were the major domestic issues of the Nixon administration? 
1. Search for Consensus

Nixon, in his 1968 election campaign, stated that he would be able to bring people together and unify the nation.

Nixon also stated that he would follow policies that would heal the wounds of war abroad and the violence at home.

What Nixon wanted was consensus, a general agreement among the American people, but that was difficult to find.

Question 1

What did Nixon promise in his 1968 campaign?

Question 2

What is a consensus?

1.1 The Economy

During the late 1960s, the American economy was in a lot of trouble.

One of the most important economic issues was inflation-the increase in prices.

The reason for so much inflation was the increasing costs of the Vietnam War.

As President, Nixon worked to hold down inflation, but his policies did little to bring about consensus.

Nixon first called for a tight money policy. By doing this, there would be less money available to spend.

To do this, interest rates were raised. This stopped people from borrowing money, businesses cut back and unemployment rose.

The prices kept rising and this caused stagflation-a period where the economy stalls in a period of inflation.

In August 1971, Nixon announced a policy that included a 90-day freeze on wages and prices.

The freeze was to be followed by a system of wage and price controls.

Although this plan went against Nixon’s belief in free enterprise, it did slow inflation for a time.

The controls did not work-it did not help the economy nor did it lower unemployment.

When Nixon removed the controls in 1973, the prices rose again, as did inflation.

Nixon also wanted to cut government spending, but on domestic programs. Nixon refused to cut military programs because of the Vietnam War.

Nixon’s biggest cut was in welfare programs. 

In 1969, Nixon created his Family Assistance Plan, in which the government would pay the poor so that their incomes can meet a certain minimum.

Some people thought the payments were too low, while others felt they were too much. Nixon could never get the program passed because there was no consensus.

Nixon also had a policy called New Federalism.
New Federalism meant that the federal government would cut their role in the economy by turning over certain things to the state or local governments.
To help the states receive the money necessary for the program, Nixon believed in revenue sharing, that is, the federal government’s revenue would be given to the 50 states.
Nixon passed the State and Local Fiscal Assistance Act, granting $30 billion dollars to state and local governments. They would decide on what to spend the money on.
Many people were against this plan of revenue sharing. Mayors of large cities believed that they would receive less money and people believed that the federal government was not going to help people equally under this plan.
Question 3

What is stagflation?

Question 4

Why did Nixon call for wage and price controls?

Question 5

Why were some people against revenue sharing?

1.2 Law and Order

Nixon, in his campaign, also promised to reinforce law and order.

Nixon passed two measures to show he was serious in enforcing law and order:


(1) Criminals would receive no prosecution if they testified in organized crime trials.


(2) The police would be allowed to knock your door down without knocking.

Nixon, along with other Americans, believed that the Supreme Court was interested in protecting the rights of criminals.

Nixon was fortunate in that four Supreme Court justices were retiring. Since he has the power to appoint justices, Nixon appointed four conservative justices, among who was Warren Burger.

With Burger at the helm of the Supreme Court, the court protected the victims and not just the criminal
Question 6

How did Nixon keep his campaign promise of law and order when he became President?

1.3 Desegregation

Although desegregation of schools began as early as 1954, the Nixon administration was not active in following the policy.

This was because the Republican Party wanted to get the vote and support of white Southerners. Despite the Brown decision, segregation never went away in the south.

In the North, school districts were based on racial lines. Whites attended with whites and Blacks with blacks. This is called de fact segregation-a policy that accepts segregation in fact and not by law.

Question 7

Why did the Republicans not follow the policies of integration under President Nixon?

Question 8

What is de facto segregation?

1.4 Women’s Movement

During the Nixon administration, the women’s movement gained momentum and strength.

In 1970, women made up nearly 40% of the workforce, but like other minority groups, women faced discrimination in the workplace-mainly what jobs they could have and how much they were getting paid.

In 1970, women earned only 60% of what men made in the same job.

Women In The Workforce

To end the inequalities in what jobs women could have and their pay, women’s organizations were formed.

In 1966, the National Organization for Women was established.

At first, NOW directed their attention largely to social and economic matters-one area of concern was job discrimination.

The National Women’s Political Caucus was established to help get women elected to public office.

By having women in political office, women would be able to get their issues and policies addressed.

In 1972, Congress voted to submit an Equal Rights Amendment,

Under the equal rights amendment, equal rights under the law could not be denied based on sex.

Many women believed that an amendment would guarantee the rights for women.

There were some people who believed that women had enough rights and did not need an amendment in the Constitution.

Others believed that if you give an amendment protecting the rights of women would force women to serve in combat. Others felt that providing women with a constitutional amendment would weaken family life.

In July 1982, after ten years, the drive to win ratification of an equal rights amendment failed.

The Equal Rights Amendment was ratified by 35 states, only three more states were needed to get the amendment passed.

Supporters of the ERA soon started another campaign to get the amendment passed.

Question 9

What caused the women’s movement to begin?

Question 10

What was the purpose of NOW and the National Women’s Political Caucus?

Question 11

What happened to the Equal Rights Amendment?

1.5 The Space Program
In the 1970s, the space program was another cause for concern.

In 1969, the United States achieved President Kennedy’s dream of landing a man on the moon.

By the end of Nixon’s first term in office, the US made five more moon landings.

Many people did appreciate the accomplishments, but others felt the money could be better spent on Earth.

Nixon, also, was able to get money for a project called Skylab. This is a project that would hopefully develop people’s ability to live and work in space.

Question 12

What were some major achievements in the space program?
1.6 The Energy Crisis

Another headache for President Nixon was the energy crisis the United States was experiencing.

During the Nixon administration, the energy usage in the United States steadily increased.

However, the amount of oil, coal, and gas declined during the same time and because of this, the United States began to rely on imports, especially from the Middle East.

In 1973, because of the Arab-Israeli Conflict in the Middle East, the nations of OPEC stopped exporting oil to the United States because of our support for Israel.

For one year, the nations of the Middle East stopped exporting oil. When the embargo was lifted, the price of oil was four times higher than it was before the embargo.

Another piece of Nixon’s energy program was to make the United States self-sufficient in regards to its energy policy.

He called on all Americans, in facets of life, to conserve their electricity.

Nixon also called on science to develop alternative forms of energy.

Nixon lowered the speed limit and closed gas stations on Sunday to conserve gas.

To find more oil, Nixon made arrangements to get the oil from Alaska into the lower 48 states.

Nixon also put the United States on daylight savings for two years.

Question 13

What caused the 1973-1974 oil crisis in the United States?

Question 14

How did President Nixon and the United States adapt to the oil crisis?
1.7 Nixon and Presidential Power

Nixon became the first President to increase the powers of the executive branch.

With the Democrats in control of Congress, Nixon found it hard to pass his programs. 

Nixon vetoed bills, held back funds or refused to spend money on programs approved by Congress.

Nixon also believed in executive privilege-the right of the President to withhold information from Congress if it threatened national security.

Aim: How did Watergate affect the Presidency of Richard Nixon?

2. Crisis in the Presidency

The fact that the American people could not reach a consensus over important issues caused tension in the United States.

Matters grew worse when news of a scandal among the nation’s top leaders reached the people.

This led to a crisis in the Presidency, which would then test the American constitutional system.

Question 1

Where did scandal break out in the early years of the 1970s? Where was there a crisis in our government?

2.1 The Election of 1972

Although there was little consensus among the American people, President Nixon enjoyed support as the Election of 1972 neared.

Nixon was popular because of his successes in foreign policy.

Nixon ran for re-election on an organized, well-structured campaign backed by $50,000,000 in campaign donations.

Nixon’s position was strengthened because the Democratic Party was divided.

In November, Nixon won a huge victory over Senator George McGovern of South Dakota.

Nixon received 47,000,000 popular votes to McGovern’s 29,000,000 popular votes.

Nixon received 520 electoral votes while McGovern received 17 electoral votes.

Question 2

How did the 1972 election differ from previous elections in which Nixon was involved?

Question 3

Who was the Democratic nominee for President in 1972?

Question 4

Who won the Election of 1972?

2.2 Watergate Scandal

Early in 1973, Americans learned of scandal, known as Watergate, that involved the President and members of his administration.

Before the scandal was over, the scandal would shake the foundations of American government.

Watergate-Washington, DC

In June 1972, five people had been arrested for breaking into the headquarters of the Democratic National Committee at the Watergate building in Washington, DC.

It was soon discovered that the burglars were connected to the White House and the Committee to Reelect the President.

The burglars were connected to E. Howard Hunt and G. Gordon Liddy, who worked for the committee.

This association was pointed out by Washington Post reporters Carl Bernstein and Robert Woodward in the first of many stories involving Watergate.

Even with the stories, the scandal did not get a great deal of attention until January 1973.

At that time, the burglars, along with Hunt and Libby, went on trial and received prison terms courtesy of Judge John Sirica.

A congressional investigation began in February 1973. At that time, the Senate set up a committee to look into charges of corruption in the Election of 1972.

The committee, headed by Senator Sam Ervin of North Carolina, began televised hearings in May, bringing the scandal to the people.

Senator Sam Ervin-Head of the Watergate Commission

In June, White House Counsel John Dean told the Ervin Committee that President Nixon knew of the break-in shortly after it happened.

Nixon had not reported the crime which meant that, if the charges were true, Nixon was guilty of committing an illegal act.

Dean had also stated that Nixon promised executive clemency (less jail time issued by the President) to the burglars.

In July 1973, it was learned that President Nixon had made tape recordings of everything that was spoken in the Oval Office.

Nixon had said that he had neither known about the break-in nor had he used his powers to cover it up.

The Ervin Committee asked for the tapes, Nixon, refused to give up the tapes, claiming executive privilege.

That same month, the Ervin Committee and Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox issued subpoenas for the tapes.

Nixon, then fired Cox, causing a storm of public protests. He then hired Leon Jaworski to replace Cox.

Cox turned over the tapes in question. However, 18 minutes of conversation had been erased from the tapes.

More Americans lost faith in the President, and there were demands for impeachment.

At the same time, the American people suffered another blow to their faith in government leaders when Vice President Spiro Agnew resigned.

The Vice President was charged with accepting bribes as Governor of Maryland and as Vice President. He resigned in October 1973
That same month, Nixon named House Minority Leader Gerald Ford to become Vice President.

Ford became the first person to become Vice President under the 25th Amendment, which had been ratified in 1967.

The 25th Amendment established rules for filling the office of President or Vice President if a person holding either office was unable to carry out their duties.

In late 1973, the Judiciary Committee, which acts for the House in cases of impeachment, began to investigate President Nixon.

The committee issued subpoenas for Nixon’s tapes in April (1974) and started hearings one month later.

Prior to the hearings, White House staff members H.R. Halderman, John Ehrlichman and Attorney General John Mitchell were charged with conspiracy, obstruction of justice and perjury. They were convicted and sent to prison.

Nixon agreed to turn over the transcripts (written copies) to the House Judiciary Committee.

Some of the transcripts did not have everything on them, so people believed by Nixon’s actions, he was guilty.

In July, after a televised debate, the committee voted three articles of impeachment against the President-(1) obstructing justice, (2) misuing Presidential power and defying the committee’s subpoenas.
In May, the United States Supreme Court ruled that Nixon had to turn over more tapes to Jaworski.

When Nixon did that, one of the tapes strongly suggested that Nixon had ordered a cover-up.

On August 9, certain that he would be removed from office, Nixon resigned, the only President to do so.

That same day, Gerald Ford became President. He was the first President that was never elected to the office.

Question 5

What triggered the Watergate scandal?

Question 6

How was the Watergate Scandal uncovered?

Question 7

What things did the Senate hearings uncover about Watergate?

Question 8

How did more and more Americans lose trust in President Nixon?

Question 9

Why did Vice President Spiro Agnew resign from office?

Question 10

Who became vice president in 1973? What amendment did President Nixon use before making his decision?

Question 11

What were the impeachment charges voted against Nixon?

Question 12

What occurred on August 9, 1974?

Question 13

What is weird about President Ford becoming president in 1974?

2.3 A Difficult Time

Gerald Ford became President during a difficult time in American history.

People, after Watergate, lost faith with their government leaders.

When Ford became President, he promised to restore people’s faith in government.

In September, President Ford pardoned Nixon for any crimes he may have committed. This meant that Nixon did not have to go on trial for his role in Watergate.

Ford hoped pardoning Nixon would heal the wounds of Watergate, but many Americans were angered by Ford’s decision.

Ford’s action hurt the Republican Party, which had already been defeated by the Watergate scandal.

In the Congressional elections of 1974, the Democratic Party gained more seats in the US Congress and US Senate.

As a result, the Democratic Congress and Ford were always at odds over policy issues.

One area that Ford and the Congress had difficulty in was economic policy.

Ford promised a balanced budget along with cuts in federal spending.

The Democrats were against this idea, instead, they suggested spending increases.

Ford decided to make changes to bring his policy more in line with those in the Congress.

The main problem that Ford would face as President was rising inflation. Although Ford did not favor price controls, he used them to keep prices down. He did not do much more than Nixon had done when he was President.

President Ford also had to modify his plans to address the energy problems facing the United States.

Like Nixon, Ford wanted the United States to be self-sufficient in their use of energy.

However, Ford and the Congress were at odds on how to do this.

Ford favored deregulation-removing price controls on gas and oil.

Prices would then rise, and because of this, people would use less fuel.

The higher profits from higher prices would help oil companies develop new forms of energy.

Ford was unable to get Congress to pass this initiative, but Congress did pass the Energy Policy and Conservation Act which dealt with saving fuel and finding new forms of energy.

Ford also kept the space program running.

In 1975, the United States and Soviet Union carried out the first joint space mission.

The United States also developed plans for a space shuttle-a spaceship that would carry people to-and-from outer space.

In terms of foreign policy, Ford followed Nixon’s lead. He worked for closer relations between the US and China and kept the policy of détente with the Soviet Union.

Ford also believed in establishing treaties between the US and Soviet Union regarding arms control.

Ford also flew to the Soviet Union where he met with Premier Leonid Brezhnev. At this meeting, the two nations laid the groundwork for SALT II-another treaty limiting arms control.

Although wanted to keep funding the South Vietnamese government, the US Congress would not agree to this.

In 1975, the Communists finally defeated the South Vietnamese and gained control over the whole nation.

The Vietnam War ended with many parts of Vietnam destroyed and nearly 1,000,000 Vietnamese were killed.

Another 100,000 would flee Vietnam and settle in the United States.

In the Election of 1976, President Ford ran for re-election against Jimmy Carter, the Democratic governor of Georgia.

Carter received 40,000,000 votes to Ford’s 39,000,000 votes in the popular election.

Carter received 297 electoral votes and Ford received 240 electoral votes. Carter became the first Democrat to hold the Presidency since 1964.

As President, Carter made many promises including balancing the budget, cutting the military, create jobs and to clean up the government.

Question 15

On becoming president, what did Ford try to do?

Question 16

What was the major problem faced by the Ford administration?

Question 17

Who became President of the United States in 1976?

Aim: What were the achievements of the Carter administration? 
3. Carter Administration

As President, Jimmy Carter wanted to rebuild people’s faith in government and its leaders. He also wanted to solve the nation’s problems.

Once in office, however, he, too, had little success in dealing with Congress. This was due partly to the fact that Carter had never had any job in the federal government. 

Conflicts between Carter and the Congress stemmed from differences on a number of issues.

3.1 Carter’s Human Rights Policy

One area of conflict was President Carter’s new human rights policy.

As President, Carter wanted to emphasize human rights and thought that the nation could do this in two ways:

It could set an example for behavior for other countries.

It could its power to uphold human rights all over the world.

One thing that the United States could do to uphold human rights was to cut off aid to governments that violated these rights.

As President, Carter cut off aid to the following nations:

Chile: aid cut off due to dictator-led government.

Argentina-aid cut off due to dictator-led government.

Ethiopia-aid cut off due to dictator-led government.

South Africa-aid cut off due to racial policy of apartheid.

Zimbabwe-aid cut off due to racial issues between Blacks and Whites.

President Carter also criticized the Soviet Union on the issue of human rights because the Soviet government violated the rights of Soviet Jews.

President Carter supported Soviet dissidents-people who spoke out against the government. This angered the Soviet government.

Carter’s criticism of the Soviet Union held up the SALT meetings. The Soviet Union waited until 1979 to re-open SALT talks.

Carter’s policy had its critics at home as well. Many Americans believed that another nation’s treatment of its citizens was their own problem.

Others believed that cutting off aid on the basis of human rights would weaken those nations in their fight against communism.

3.2 Panama Canal

The lack of consensus over human rights was evident in Carter’s Panama Canal policy.

For many years, the people of Panama had demanded an end to American control of the canal. Riots broke out in 1964. Presidents Johnson, Nixon and Ford had all demanded some change in our policy.

Presidents feared wars would be fought over the canal, so Carter took measures to end the anti-Latin American bitterness.

On September 7, 1977, Carter and the leader of Panama signed two new treaties in Washington, DC.

In 1999, the Panama Canal would be controlled by Panama.

The Panama Canal would be a neutral area, but the United States would have the right in defending the canal.

The ceremony was held with all 26 nations of the Western Hemisphere present. The nations believed that the United States was offering a measure of goodwill on the part of the United States.

Many Americans were against the change in policy because they thought it showed our weakness.

Nevertheless, the two treaties were signed by the United States Senate in March and April 1978.

3.3 Israel and Egypt

President Carter worked with both Egypt and Israel to reduce problems in the Middle East.

In 1977, President Anwar Sadat of Egypt went to Jerusalem to meet with Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin regarding issues between the two nations.

Begin returned the favor, but talks between the nations soon broke down.

In September 1978, Carter invited both leaders to come to the United States where they would work together at the Presidential retreat of Camp David, Maryland. 

At the meeting, the three leaders wrote up a series of agreements that would lead up to peace between the two long-time enemies.

Leaders all over the world praised Carter’s role in bringing about the Camp David Accords.

In March 1979, Egypt and Israel signed a treaty ending over 30 years of hostilities between the two nations.

Egypt became the first Muslim nation to recognize the existence of Israel.

Palestinian Arabs of Israel did not like the treaty because they were not recognized as a nation themselves while the other Arab/Muslim nations refused to recognize the nation at all, so the conflict continued.

3.4 A Troubled Economy

Carter’s successes in foreign policy were often dimmed by economic troubles at home because of the two major problems of inflation and unemployment.

Inflation, slowed under the administration of President Ford, climbed during the Carter administration.

In 1977, the inflation rate was six percent. By 1980, the rate had doubled to twelve percent.

Unemployment dropped from 9.2 percent in 1975 to around 7 percent, but the number was still very high.

Carter refused to use wage-price controls to keep inflation down.

Instead, he asked business and labor to hold down prices and wages voluntarily.

That did not work because business and labor had to keep up with ever-rising prices.

One reason for inflation was the greater cost of oil. To meet the problem, Carter outlined an energy plan designed to make the United States less dependent on oil.

His plan called for conservation measures as well as deregulating gas and oil. Along with these measures, Carter created the Department of Energy.

Carter’s plan went into effect when the Department of Energy was created in 1977.

However, many parts of Carter’s energy plan underwent many battles in Congress.

The biggest victory was the Energy Act of 1978. The act would remove price controls on natural gas by 1985 and promote the use of coal.

A year later, Carter decided to lift price controls on oil by 1981. He proposed a windfall profits tax. This is a tax on the extra profits oil companies would make as government price controls were lifted.

This angered many American consumers who feared that they would pay for the tax in the forms of higher gas and heating oil prices.

3.5 Hostage Crisis in Iran

As the economy suffered under the administration of Carter, more foreign policy issues arose, this time with the Iranian hostage crisis of 1979.

For many years, the United States backed the Iranian government led by Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlevi as an attempt to block Soviet expansion into the area.

Under the Shah, the Iranian economy prospered, but the Shah’s use of the secret police and his refusal to allow his citizens to enjoy political and human rights turned many Iranians against him.

In 1979, the Shah was overthrown and his government was too. The government would be led by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khoemini, a Muslim cleric.

The government under Khoemini was anti-American.

Carter allowed for the Shah to enter the US for medical treatment. This angered the Iranians, who wanted the Shah to be tried as a war criminal-the United States refused to do this.

As a result, the Iranian hostage crisis began on November 4, 1979, when Muslim students seized the American embassy in Tehran.

Negotiations failed with the Iranian government. Carter authorized a military rescue that also failed because of mechanical breakdowns.

3.6 Crisis in Afghanistan

Another foreign policy crisis occurred in 1979 when the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan and established a communist government.

Muslims throughout Afghanistan rose up to oppose the Soviets.

The US opposed the invasion because we thought the Soviet Union was a threat to our oil supplies in the Persian Gulf.

Along with other nations of the western world, the US took strong measures against the Soviet invasion:

The US would use force to protect its allies in the Middle East.

Carter delayed the signing of the SALT II treaty.

Carter refused to send American grain shipments to the Soviet Union.

The United States refused to send any athletes to the 1980 Moscow Olympics.

4. A Change in Direction

By 1980, Americans were desiring change in governmental direction.

Many were tired and fed up with the Carter administration because:

Carter was too soft on communism.

Carter had no solutions in the Iranian crisis.

Carter had overregulated the government and his economic policies were failures.

Many people were favoring conservatism-a belief that the government should be less involved in local affairs and economic matters. Conservatives also believed that social change should come slowly.

4.1 Campaigns and Candidates

The candidates and campaigns of 1980 reflected America’s changing mood.

Although Carter was extremely unpopular, he held off a challenge from Senator Ted Kennedy of Massachusetts.

Carter won the nomination on the first ballot and his running mate was Walter Mondale of Minnesota.

Ronald Reagan, a former Hollywood actor and governor of California, was nominated for President at the Republican convention.

At the convention, George Bush, a former House member and UN ambassador was nominated as his running mate.

John Anderson, a dissident Republican, entered the campaign as an independent, making the campaign a three-way race.

4.2 Election of 1980

Although polls had the race close, Reagan was able to win the election in a landslide.

At 69, Reagan was the oldest American President. He received 43,000,000 votes and 489 electoral votes. He carried 43 states, including the Democratic states of New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Massachusetts.

Carter received 35,000,000 votes, 49 electoral votes and carried six states.

The Republicans also gained control of the US Senate for the first time since 1955. The Republicans also gained 20 seats in the House of Representatives.

Thus, things did look hopeful for Reagan’s administration.

