Aim: What was FDR’s foreign policy during the New Deal?

Causes of World War II

The Treaty of Versailles-forced Germany to pay $56 billion dollars to the Allies.

The League of Nations-was not successful because the United States stayed out of the organization.

The Great Depression-crushed nearly every major European economy in far worse effects than the US.

Introduction

During the Depression, many people were focused on the domestic problems facing the United States so they did not worry about things happening outside the nation.

However, the Depression affected both the United States and the nations of Europe. These nations faced as serious problems as the United States.

In nations such as Italy, Germany and Japan, new leaders emerged.

These leaders built strong armies and navies. They also threatened world peace with their plans to expand.

Before long, these new leaders would begin to drag the world into WW2.

Question 1

Why did Americans begin paying greater attention to foreign affairs in the late 1930s?

1. The Diplomacy of the Early New Deal

During the early New Deal, there were important diplomatic problems to which FDR needed to focus his attention on.

For the most part, FDR followed the lead of his predecessor Herbert Hoover, in that he tried to improve relations between the US and Europe and US and Latin America without becoming involved in either area.

FDR Foreign Policy

Question 2

Why do you think the US tried to stay out of the events of Europe and Latin America?

1.1 The Good Neighbor Policy

Roosevelt uses the Good Neighbor Policy in an attempt to improve the US relationship with Latin America.

In his first inaugural address, FDR stated, 


“In the field of world policy I would dedicate this nation to the policy of the good neighbor-the neighbor who…respects himself, and because he does so, respects the rights of others.”

The United States wanted to remain on good terms with the nations of Latin America. 

The reason for the United States to do this was to have the nations of the Western Hemisphere band together just in case they were attacked by a common enemy.

Question 3

What was the Good Neighbor Policy and what purpose did it serve for the US and Latin America?

The Roosevelt administration took a number of steps to achieve unity in the Western Hemisphere.


(1)1933: US soldiers left Nicaragua.


(2)1934: US soldiers left Haiti.


(3)The US refused to intervene in Cuba using the Platt Amendment.


(4)The US refused to use force when dealing with Uruguay.


(5) The US and Mexico worked out a series of agreements in dealing with the growing Mexican oil industry.

The US took part in meetings with Latin American nations. During these meetings, the US agreed that no nation had the right to intervene in the affairs of any other nation.

In addition, the US and Latin America promised to work together if they were threatened by war.

Question 4

How was the Good Neighbor Policy followed in Latin American relations?

1.2 Relations with the Soviet Union

Early in his first term, Roosevelt tried to improve relations with the Soviet Union.

Roosevelt decided that the time had come to recognize that country.

FDR recognized that the Soviet Union had been in existence for sixteen years and represented 160 million people.

The Soviet Union also was recognized by nearly every other nation except for the United States

Question 5

Why did Roosevelt recognize the Soviet Union?

Aim: What were the causes of WW2?

Objectives

Student should be able to describe the dictatorships that arose in the 1920s and 1930s in Europe and Asia.

Student should be able to list the causes of World War II.

2. The Rise of Dictatorships

In Europe and Asia, the 1920s and 1930s brought the rise of dictatorships-forms of government in which one person (a dictator) or a small group of people hold all the power.

WW1 had ruined the economies of many countries and the people who lived in these nations blamed the government for their problems.

In Italy, Germany and Japan, the people supported new national leaders who promised to restore order.

Question 1

In what nations did dictatorships arise in the 1920s and 1930s?

2.1 Italy

After WW1, Italy went into a depression.

In addition, many Italians felt that their nation had not been rewarded properly for what it had done in the war.

In the 1920s, Benito Mussolini and his Fascist Party promised to restore the Italian economy and make Italy into a world power.

This led many Italians to support the policies of Mussolini and the Fascist Party.

Known as Il Duce (the chief), Mussolini had taken over the Italian government by 1922.

He wanted Italy to have the power and glory it had had as the center of the Roman Empire.

Mussolini set out to build an Italian empire in the Mediterranean and in Africa.

Question 2

Who became leader of Italy in the years after WW2?

Question 3

What was the goal of Mussolini?

2.2 Germany

In 1933, Adolf Hitler and the National Socialist German Workers party, gained control of the German government.

Soon after, Hitler became chancellor (prime minister) of Germany.

Hitler was able to take advantage of the country’s economic problem and the feelings about the Treaty of Versailles.

Hitler promised to make Germany strong again and rebuild the nation into a great military power.

He promised to take back the land that Germany had lost during World War 1.

Adolf Hitler

Hitler blamed Germany’s problems on the Jews. Hitler told the Germany people that the Jews controlled the banks and caused the Depression.

Under Hitler, laws were passed that took away the legal rights of German Jews. Many of them had to wear yellow stars on their clothing so everyone knew they were Jews.

Jews were forced to live ghettos (sections of a city where minorities were forced to live).

In time, the Nazis began to round up the Jews and send them to prison camps called concentration camps.

Besides the Jewish people, others who opposed the Nazis, helped the Jews or were considered inferior were sent to the camps.

Not until the end of WW2 did people realize what was going on in these camps.

Question 4

Who did Hitler blame for the problems of Germany? What did he do to them?

2.3 Japan

Japan was also on their way to becoming a military dictatorship.

The emperor of Japan, Hirohito, had little power in stopping this new government.

Peasants refused to respect politicians, instead, they respected the rule of new military leaders.

Trade and industry were growing and Japan wanted more sources of raw materials.

Since Japan wanted raw materials, they too, expanded like Italy and Germany.

Question 5

Who controlled the government in Japan?

With the growth of Japan, Italy and Germany, the world began to drift towards the sequel of World War 1….World War 2.

This is where Chapter 25 Section 3 begins….

3. The Beginnings of a World War

As Japan, Italy and Germany went ahead with their plans to take over more territory in Europe and Asia, the world began to see the causes fall into place for WW2.

In 1931, Japan invaded Manchuria, then in 1937, Japan invaded China, taking over large areas of land and many major Chinese cities.

Italy invaded Ethiopia (1935) and Albania (1939).

3.1 Hitler on the March

In 1936, Adolf Hitler moved into the Rhineland, an area between France and Germany. This was the first indication that Hitler was violating the Treaty of Versailles.

In 1938, the German military occupied Austria, which then became part of Germany. Hitler wanted all German-speaking people to be part of one nation.

That same year, Hitler then asked that the Sudetenland, a part of Czechoslovakia that spoke German, to be part of Germany.

Neville Chamberlain, the British prime minister, asked Hitler to meet with him, Mussolini and the French premier, Edouard Daladier to talk about the Sudetenland.

The meeting took place in Munich in September 1938.

From this meeting came the Munich Pact. This agreement allowed for Germany to receive the Sudetenland while Hitler gave France and England his word that he would not want to take any more land in Europe.

Many people saw this agreement as appeasement (the act of giving in to an aggressor in order to keep peace).

The pact showed Hitler that both England and France were weak. 

As a result, Hitler also believed that England and France could not stop him from taking what he wanted.

In less than six months, all of Czechoslovakia was conquered by Germany.

Question 6

Who took part in the Munich Conference? What agreement was reached?

3.2 Blitzkrieg

On September 1, 1939, the Germans launched a blitzkrieg, a lightning war, against Poland.

Before the blitzkrieg, the Germans made an agreement with the Soviet Union in which both nations stated they would not attack each other.

By doing this, Poland was opened for attack by tanks and airplanes. Poland was conquered in less than two weeks.

Due to their stupidity, the invasion of Poland led England and France to declare war on Germany.

Question 7

3.3 The Battle of France

After months of quiet, Germany began to invade more parts of Europe.

In 1940, Germany began to move its armies towards western Europe.

In April, Denmark and Norway were conquered by the German army. In May, Germany invaded and conquered Belgium and Holland.

While the Germans were invading Europe, the French planned to stop the German attack. However, they planned to stop Germany from the Maginot Line, a line of forts spread along the border of eastern France.

Germany attacked France from the north and that led to the French army surrendering in June.

The only nation that was left was England.

Question 8

What countries did Germany conquer in 1940?

3.4 The Battle of Britain

In August 1940, the Battle of Britain began.

After the fall of France, only what was left of the British army from Dunkirk stood between Germany and complete victory.

Hitler moved ahead and invaded England using his air force. However, the British air force, the RAF, was able to hold off the Germans.

This stopped the idea of Hitler launching a full-scale invasion of England.

Question 9

What was Hitler’s first major defeat?

Aim: What events brought the United States into WW2?

Objectives

Student should be able to characterize American relations with the nations involved in WW2.

Student should be able to order the events leading the US into WW2.

Student should be able to name the major leaders, battles and events of WW2.

4. Drift Towards War

As time passed, the United States began to drift towards war.

American leaders knew what was happening in Europe and Asia, but did not want to get involved.

However, by 1939, Americans became alarmed at Italian, German and Japanese imperialistic victories.

As the US Government became aware of the Asian and European situations, President Roosevelt and the US Congress moved to bring the nation into a closer relationship with the Allies.

There was a debate about our relations with the Allies until Japan settled the issue in 1941 when they attacked Pearl Harbor.

4.1 Forming Ties Abroad

The United States, which started out neutral, soon began forming ties abroad.

To prevent Hitler from conquering Europe, the United States began to give aid to England and to firm up relations between the two nations.

The desire to avoid the kind of trouble that had brought the United States into WW1 led to the passage of three neutrality acts.

1935: This Neutrality Act stated that the President, after announcing that there was a state of war, had the power to stop shipments of arms to countries at war.

1936: This Neutrality Act made it illegal to make loans or extend credit to countries at war.

1937: This Neutrality Act gave the President the power to name goods other than arms that could be shipped to nations at war.

By 1939, the first Neutrality Act was repealed and the US could ship arms to nations at war.

Question 1

How did the United States try to avoid foreign involvement in the mid-1930s?

As time passed, the United States became willing to give limited aid to Great Britain. 

In a 1940 agreement between the two nations, the United States was willing to give 50 destroyers to England.

In return, Great Britain gave the US the right to lease certain British naval and air bases in the Caribbean.

In his message to the US Congress in January 1941, Roosevelt suggested a policy called Lend-Lease.

FDR wanted to give more aid and help to England because they were running out of money to buy war materials and the Neutrality Acts said that the US could not lend money to nations at war.

The Lend-Lease Act was passed in March 1941.

This act said that the President was allowed to sell, transfer, lease or exchange war supplies to any nation that was important to the security of the United States.

Question 2

What was the purpose of Lend-Lease?

In August 1941, President Roosevelt and Winston Churchill drew up the Atlantic Charter.

This charter was written at a secret meeting in Newfoundland. The charter expressed the US and England’s postwar aims.

It said, among other things, that the US nor England would seek no new territory after WW2.

Instead, the two nations would work together to end the tyranny of Nazi Germany.

Question 3

What was the Atlantic Charter?

4.2 Reaction at Home

The reaction at home was mixed. 

Although not yet committed, the government began to make some preparations for war. This stirred up debate and played a part in the Election of 1940.

Meanwhile, the United States began to build up its own armed forces.

President Roosevelt and Congress wanted the nation to be ready in case of enemy attack.

To make sure that there were enough men ready to fight, Congress passed the Selective Service Act in September 1940. This set up the first peacetime draft in the United States.

The American army grew from 170,000 men in 1939 to over 1,000,000 after the law was passed.

Question 4

How did the United States build up its own forces?

When the Election of 1940 took place, the United States was divided over the question of giving aid to the countries at war.

The America First Committee, organized by General Robert E. Wood, spoke out against American involvement.

This committee and several others were supported by Americans such as Charles Lindbergh and Henry Ford.

Other Americans did not agree with them. They backed groups such as the Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies.

This organization was created and founded by Kansas newspaper editor William Allen White.

Both groups were active in the campaign. The Republicans chose Wendell L. Willkie, a lawyer from Indiana.

In their convention, the Democrats nominated Franklin Roosevelt for a third term.

Although the margin was closer than 1932 and 1936, Roosevelt was elected for a third term.

4.3 Trouble With Japan

The growing crisis with Japan gradually drew the United States into WW2.

Because of Japanese imperialism, American interests in Asia and the Pacific were being threatened

The United States began to take steps to stop them.

One of the measures used by the United States against Japan was an embargo.

When France collapsed in 1940, the Germans established a government of French citizens (loyal to Germany) called the Vichy Government.

The Vichy Government allowed the Japanese to occupy Indochina-a peninsula south of China. This is because of an alliance made between the Germans and Japanese.

The United States placed an embargo against Japan when they did this in the fall of 1940.

Roosevelt, then announced, that in October 1940, no scrap metal or iron would be sent to any nation outside the Western Hemisphere except England.

When the Japanese fully occupied the peninsula, the US frozen Japanese assets.

Trade soon stopped between the two nations. 

The final straw came when Japan formally allied themselves with Italy and Germany. The three nations became the Axis Powers.

As 1940 dragged into 1941, the relations between the US and Japan weakened. The Japanese did not want the US getting in the way of their plans to imperialize the entire Pacific.

On December 7, 1941, Japanese air and naval forces attacked the US Naval Base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

The attack caught the United States by surprise. 19 warships were either sunk or heavily damaged. 175 planes were destroyed at Hickham Airfield. 2,000 sailors and civilians were killed in the attack.

On December 8, 1941, FDR declared that December 7, 1941 would be a “date which will live in infamy.”

The United States declared war on the Axis Powers.

Question 5

What steps did FDR take to counter Japan’s moves in Asia?


Question 6

Where did the Japanese attack the United States?

Question 7

What did Roosevelt say about December 7, 1941?

This Is The End of Section 4

Now begins Section 5….word to big bird.

5. The Critical Years

Late 1941 and 1942 were critical years for the Allies-the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, China and other small nations.

The reason was due to the Axis Powers winning battles in Europe, Asia and Africa.

5.1 War in the Pacific

During 1941 and 1942, the war in the Pacific was being won by Japan.

On the same day as Pearl Harbor, the Japanese attacked and conquered the Philippines, Guam, Midway Island and Hong Kong.

By the end of 1941, the conquered Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Burma, the Philippines and large areas of China.

Question 8

What advances did Japan make in 1942?

However, two important naval battles stopped the Japanese from taking over more areas.

The first battle was the Battle of the Coral Sea which was fought on May 7 and 8, 1942.

This was the first battle not fought by ships but by airplanes launched from aircraft carriers.

Although no one won the battle, the Japanese were stopped from planning an invasion of Australia.

Battle of the Coral Sea

About a month later, the Battle of Midway took place in the Central Pacific.

At this battle, a large amount of naval and air forces from the United States were able to stop a much larger, more powerful Japanese army.

This battle prevented what would have been a planned invasion of Hawaii.

Question 9

What was different about the Battle of the Coral Sea?

Question 10

Why was the Battle of Midway important?

5.2 War in Europe

While the Japanese were pushing forward in the Far East, other Axis forces were making gains in Europe and Africa.

In the spring of 1941, the Germans overran Yugoslavia and Greece, although partisans (people who put up a resistance) continued to fight the Germans in mountain areas.

In late June, the Germans broke off their agreement with the Soviet Union  and invaded that nation. 

Within months, the German army was sitting miles outside the capital city of Moscow.

Question 11

What countries did Germany control by the end of 1941?

At the same time that Germany was winning battles in Eastern Europe, other German forces were helping the Italians in North Africa.

Under the leadership of General Erwin Rommel, the Germans launched a major offensive against the British in Libya in June 1942.

A week later, the British were able to stop the Germans at the Battle of El-Alamein.

Aim: How did the United States prepare for World War 2?

6. The Home Front

The effects of World War 2 were felt on the home front.

World War 2 was even bigger than World War 1.

The difference between World War II and World War I is that with World War II is fought on many fronts, so the US had to prepare much-needed supplies for their troops as well as the Allied troops.

6.1 Mobilizing for War

After Pearl Harbor, the government began mobilizing for war.

Thousands of young men had been drafted under the Selective Service Act of 1940.

In November 1942, the law was changed o that men between the ages of 18 and 45 could be drafted.

Question 1

What event started the United States Government mobilizing for war?

More than 16,000,000 Americans took part WW2. 

About 11,000,000 men served in the army, some 4,000,000 in the navy, around 600,000 men in the marines and 241,000 in the Coast Guard.

Women served in non-combatant jobs such as making maps, operating radios, driving ambulances or worked in hospitals. 

A few women actually served as airplane pilots.

American Soldiers in World War 2

6.2 War Production

Once the United States was in World War 2, the government began to turn its attention to war production.

In January 1942, the War Production Board (WPB) was set up. Headed by Donald M. Nelson, the WPB decided which materials needed to be produced and made sure that industries received the supplies they needed.

The WPB Logo and Donald Nelson

The huge amount of goods and war materials made by American industry during WW2 gave the Allies an edge over the Axis nations.

In the years after the US entered World War 2, our industry was making more products than all three Axis Powers combined. All of our products went directly to the Allied nations in WW2.

In every industry, production jumped.

Airplanes: 6,000 (1939) 96,000 (1944)

Ships (Total Tonnage-Weight): 390,000 tons (1939) 10,000,000 tons (1943).

New industries such as rubber, nylon and plastics also grew rapidly.

The demand for production during the war ended the Great Depression in the United States. There were enough jobs and there were enough jobs to go around.

Women also began working during WW2.

Question 2

How much did production increase during the war?

Rosie The Riveter

Women In WW2

6.3 The Economy

Once the United States was in the war, the government took steps to order the economy.

This was done in order to organize the home front and speed production of war materials.

The government used price controls and rationing to help the American economy during WW2.

In 1942, the Emergency Price Control Act was passed. Soon after, the Office of Price Administration was formed.

The OPA set prices on all goods except agricultural goods.

The OPA also controlled the rents on areas where there were defense plants.

In addition, the OPA also began rationing the amount of goods people could buy during the war.

Some goods rationed included sugar, coffee, butter, gasoline and processed foods.

Rationing During WW2

Ration Books

Another thing the United States needed to fight WW2 was money.

WW2 would cost the United States a great deal of money-over $300 billion dollars.

In order to get the money, the government had to raise taxes by about 40%.

Citizens and businesses had to pay higher taxes. 

The government also sponsored the selling of war bonds, like they did during WW1.

Question 3

What were the functions of the OPA?

Question 4

How much did WW2 cost the United States?

Raising Money for WW2

6.4 Problems For Japanese-Americans

The success of the Axis Powers during WW2 led to problems for Japanese-Americans.

As a result, many native-born Americans came to fear and hate people from all the Axis nations who were living in the United States.

The group that was the most affected were Japanese-Americans.

Question 5

What Americans were hurt most by intolerance during WW2?

More than 100,000 Japanese-Americans lived on the west coast of the United States.

Many people, primarily public officials, were afraid that the Japanese-Americans in their cities and towns would help Japan if Japan attacked the United States.

People began to demand that people of Japanese backgrounds be moved away from the coast, where a Japanese invasion could be staged.

In 1942, FDR ordered the military to move about 110,000 people of Japanese ancestry from their homes to relocation centers in California, Arizona, Utah, Wyoming and other states.

These people had to sell their homes and give up their belongings, often at a loss.

Unfortunately, most of the people relocated were Japanese-Americans who were actual American citizens. No actions were taken against German or Italian Americans.

Japanese Relocation Camps

Japanese Relocation Camps

In the case of Korematsu v.United States (1944), the United States Supreme Court held that the relocation camps established by FDR were constitutional under the War Powers Act of the President.

However, the Supreme Court later ruled that a person whose loyalty had been proved could not be held.

Korematsu v. the United States

Question 6

What did the United States Supreme Court rule in Korematsu v. the United States?

During the war, more than 17,000 Japanese-Americans fought for the United States.

Japanese-Americans formed the 442nd Regimental Combat Team.

Japanese Americans in WW2

Question 7

Which US Army combat force was the most decorated?

