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Now that the United States had become a world power, it now had new responsibilities to address.

Woodrow Wilson had been President less than a year when World War I broke out in Europe.

The war started in Europe, but over time, the war spread all over the world.

In 1917, the United States decided to join the fighting, and the war began to affect all aspects of American life.
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From the time war broke out in Europe in the summer of 1914 until 1917, there was much uncertainty in the United States..

The government’s policy was to stay out of the war, but many things happened to test the country’s will to remain neutral.

Between 1914 and 1917, the United States spent much of their time focusing on problems brought on by the war.
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In 1914, there was an alliance system in Europe.

Trouble had been brewing among the major industrial nations of Europe.

Both at home and abroad, the Europeans competed with one another for resources and markets.

To protect their interests, they built up their armies and navies and formed alliances with other countries.

Many signed treaties in which they promised to defend each other in case of war.

By the early 1900s, there were two alliance systems in Europe.

The first alliance was called the Triple Entente and it consisted of England, France and Russia.

The second alliance was the Triple Alliance and it was made up of Germany, Italy and Austria-Hungary.
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The opening guns were heard in the Balkans, a peninsula located in southeastern Europe.

The Russians and the Austro-Hungarians wanted to control the Balkans.

One of Russia’s allies was Serbia, a small nation in the Balkans whose people were Slavs.

Serbia wanted to unite all Slavs in the Balkans and form independent states.

Some Slavs lived in Austria-Hungary and Serbia wanted them to join this movement. However, the Austro-Hungarian government were dead set against this happening.

On June 28, 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the next in line to be emperor of Austria-Hungary, was killed by a Bosnian student in the town of Sarajevo.

Austria-Hungary said that the Serbian government was responsible for the killing.

On July 28th, 1914, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia.

Russia immediately began to ready their army to protect Serbia.

Germany, an ally of Austria-Hungary, declared war on both Russia and France.

France and Germany were enemies for many years.

By the time the war had started, Germany had a plan ready to crush the French armed forces.

Part of this plan called for the German army to march through the neutral nation of Belgium, placing the Germany army behind the French army. 

This would result in Germany taking the capital of Paris and ports on the English Channel.

When Germany marched into Belgium, Great Britain came to the aid of the French by declaring war on Germany.

The Germans were unable to execute their plan.

At the Battle of the Marne, the French were able to drive the Germans back, but the war was far from over.

As the war went on, there were new innovations being used during World War I.

The latest weapon, the machine gun, changed the way nations would fight wars.

Because of the machine guns, infantry fighting was replaced by trench warfare. Trench warfare brought about defensive lines that were capable of slowing down the enemy, causing the war to continue without an end in sight.

In the war, Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria fought as the Central Powers.

Great Britain, France, Russia, Belgium, Rumania, Greece, Serbia, Montenegro and Japan formed the Allied Powers.

Italy, in 1915, changed sides and fought alongside England and the Allied Powers.

Besides England, there were also battles in the Middle East and Africa. Naval battles took place on the major oceans of the world. 

As a result, the war became known as World War I.
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The stand of neutrality taken by the United States brought many problems with it.

When the war began, President Wilson asked the American people to remain neutral but this was hard for many people to do.

A major problem in the United States was divided loyalties. 

Many Americans either sided with the Allied Powers or Central Powers based upon their nation of ancestry.

Before long, trade became a link between the United States and the Allies.

When the war began, American trade with the Allies slowed. As the war dragged on, the nations of Europe realized they needed more food and clothing than they could make.

As a result, the nations of Europe turned to the United States for help. This led to a rise in American production of munitions.

Because the United States was neutral, it traded munitions with whomever they wanted.

Over time, the United States traded primarily with the Allied Powers because the British Naval Forces began to blockade the ports of Germany and other Central Powers.

War loans were another reason the United States slowly became close with the Allied Powers.

In September 1915, President Wilson agreed to allow Americans the right to make private loans to the nations at war.

By April 1917, the United States loaned $2.3 billion to the Allied Powers. The Central Powers were loaned $20 million dollars.

In September 1914, the Germans introduced the submarine, a ship capable of operating underwater.

These submarines were capable of firing a torpedo which could propel itself through the water to strike their target.

The Germans believed that these submarines were immune to the rules of warfare because if they surfaced, they could easily be destroyed.

The Germans also believed that due to the size of the submarine, they could not hold passengers and crew from other ships.

In February 1915, the Germans announced that the waters around England were a war zone and that any ship entering the area were at risk of being sunk.

This became known as the German policy of unrestricted submarine warfare.

On May 7, 1915, a German submarine sank the British passenger liner Lusitania  off the coast of Ireland-killing 1,200 including 128 Americans.

Americans were shocked at the tragedy. They cared little that the ship was carrying war munitions to the Allied Powers.

A few months later, the Germans sank another passenger ship the Arabic.

The Germans did not want to break their relations with the United States, so they promised to stop attacking.

The Germans broke its promise to the United States in the Sussex Affair.

On March 24, 1916, the Germans sank the Sussex,  a French passenger liner in the English Channel.

Wilson warned the Germans to stop attacking passenger liners or the United States would break off relations with them.

On May 4, the Germans issued the Sussex Pledge which promised to stop attacking ships without warning. This worked for a while, but things in the United States changed soon after.  
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American attitudes differed over whether the United States should prepare for war ahead of time.

Americans also differed in regards to the question of neutrality-Would the United States be able to remain neutral as the war progressed?

Those were one group of Americans public opinion. Others believed that the United States preparing for war would only mean the United States would join.

Some Americans believed in preparedness-the ability of the United States to prepare in order to better defend themselves against an attack.

In December 1914, the National Security League was established. Other preparedness groups soon followed.

Wilson, at first, was not interested in preparedness. However, when the Lusitania was sunk, Wilson began to change his tune concerning preparedness.

In December 1915, Wilson asked the United States Congress to increase spending for the military.

In 1916, the National Defense Act was established. The size of the military increased while establishing ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corps), which were created at many American colleges.

Congress increased funds to the United States Navy setting up the National Shipping Board and the Council of National Defense, which encouraged private industry to meet the needs of national defense.

Other Americans favored pacifism-a belief that is against violence and war as a way of settling problems.

Pacifists were against preparedness and any other movement that they thought would draw the United States into war.

Famous pacifists included Jane Addams and William Jennings Bryan-the United States Secretary of State, who resigned his post after the sinking of the Lusitania.
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The United States, in the midst of the war, were now in an election year-1916.

The Republicans nominated Charles Evans Hughes, a Supreme Court justice who was supported by preparedness people.

The Democrats re-nominated President Wilson. Wilson used the slogan “He kept us out of war!” to gain votes.

The election was close. Wilson received 277 electoral votes while Hughes received 254 electoral votes.
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The start of 1917 brought the United States to the brink of war.

In the early months of 1917, German leaders believed that the one sure-fire way to win the war was to completely cut off all Allied trade heading towards Europe.

On February 1, 1917, the German government informed the United States they would sink all ships heading towards England and any ships in the Mediterranean Sea.

The Germans were not worried about the United States entering the war. They believed that by the time the United States had entered the war, they would have won it.

Wilson was angered by the German decision to break the Sussex Pledge. Wilson, as a result, broke off all relations between the United States and Germany.
The Germans were not worried about the United States entering the war. They believed that by the time the United States had entered the war, they would have won it.

Wilson was angered by the German decision to break the Sussex Pledge. Wilson, as a result, broke off all relations between the United States and Germany
On March 1, 1917, newspapers broke a story that would be the last straw for American neutrality.

The Zimmerman Note was a note written by German foreign minister Arthur Zimmerman to the government of Mexico.

The note stated that if war was to break out between the United States and Germany, the Germans would want to form an alliance with Mexico.

If the Germans were to defeat the United States, the Mexican government would receive all lands lost in the Mexican War.
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As the drift towards war became obvious, Wilson and the United States Congress tried to reassure the American people that we were not entering the war.

In March 1917, German submarines sank five American merchant ships.

On the evening of April 2, 1917, Wilson asked Congress for a declaration of war. He stated that the world “must be made safe for democracy.”

By April 7, the United States Senate and House of Representatives gave President Wilson the declaration he was looking for. The United States entered the war on the Allied side.
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World War I was different from any war in which Americans had fought in the past.

· One reason for this is the fact that new weapons were being used during World War I.

· During World War I, new weapons such as machine guns, huge cannons, poison gas and airplanes were being used in greater numbers than ever before.

· Battles were fought by thousands of soldiers at one time.

· People and industries had to organize to supply American soldiers fighting in Europe.

· To fight the war, the government took dramatic steps to carry out its plan. This plan would be felt by all Americans.
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The war affected industry and agriculture because this was the first time that the United States would have to feed its own domestic population while feeding its military fighting in Europe.

· To do this, the federal government set up agencies to regulate the nation’s economy.

· The first agency established by President Woodrow Wilson was the War Industries Board. The agency was run by Bernard Baruch and was created in July 1917.

· The agency had the power to fix prices, set standards, ensure the supply of raw materials and decide what goods should be produced first.

· In August 1917, Congress passed the Lever Food and Fuel Act, which established the Food Administration and the Fuel Administration.

· The Food Administration was led by Herbert Hoover (President of the United States 1929-1933). The job of the Food Administration was to stop the waste of food and to make sure more food was produced.

· Rationing and fixing prices were methods by which the government would be able to send more supplies to the soldiers in Europe.

· The United States Fuel Administration was led by Harry Garfield. The job of the Fuel Administration was to find new ways of conserving and producing more fuel.

· The United States Railroad Administration was created by the United States Congress in December 1917. This administration was headed by William Gibbs McAdoo. 

· By the end of 1917, the United States Railroad Administration had controlled about 240,000 miles of track operated by several hundred companies. The USRA ran the railroads as one system.
· 3.2 Labor 
· World War 1 also affected labor in the United States.

· Thousands of Americans had to leave their jobs and join the military. This created opportunities for other Americans.

· Large numbers of people left their jobs in one area of the United States to seek better jobs elsewhere.

· Thousands of Blacks left the rural South to seek employment opportunities in northern factories.

· Thousands of Mexican Americans left their homes in the southwest to find jobs in midwestern factories. By 1920, 70,000 Mexican Americans were living east of the Mississippi River

· Women also became an important part of the American work force.

· Between 1915 and 1918, nearly one million American women took jobs outside of their homes. 

· These women worked in factories doing jobs that once had been done by men. They worked in industries that made military supplies. 

· Women who had been working in big business were promoted to jobs that had been held by men.

· Immigrants also helped fill the need for workers.

· When the war began in Europe, fewer Europeans came into the United States.

· In 1917, new laws were passed that cut down the number of immigrants even more. One law stated that immigrants over the age of 16 had to be able to read. Another prevented immigrants from arriving from southern and southeastern Asia into the United States.

· Things changed as the war continued. Food growers in the West asked Congress to allow all farm workers who wanted to enter the country to do so.

· Growers hired Filipinos to work their fields in Hawaii. Mexicans were put to work in fields in California and other places.

3.3 Financing the War

· The United States government had to find a way to finance the war.

· In April 1917, the Liberty Loan Act was passed. This allowed for war bonds to be sold to the public.

· Huge rallies, parades and speeches helped persuade large numbers of Americans to buy bonds. The sale of these bonds raised $20,000,000,000 for the war.

· Congress passed the War Revenue Act. It made income taxes a major source of revenue during the war. 

· The act also raised postal rates and taxes on certain goods, transportation, amusements, liquor and tobacco.

3.4 Public Opinion

· At the same time the government was working to raise money, it was trying to get public opinion behind the war.

· In April 1917, the Committee on Public Information was set up.

· This committee was made up of the Secretaries of State, War and the Navy.

· The committee hired people to give talks and to write movies and articles supporting the war.

3.5 Civil Liberties

· Because of the need to stop people doing anything to upset the war effort, civil liberties were restricted.

· The Espionage Act was passed in June 1917.

· The Espionage Act set prison fines and prison terms for any person who helped the enemy, got in the way of military recruiting or caused other persons to refuse to serve in the armed forces.

· The act also gave the Postmaster General the power to hold back any kind of mail that was critical of the war effort.

· The Sedition Act was passed in May 1918. This act set fines and prison terms for writing or saying anything critical about the government, the flag or the military.

· The Espionage and Sedition Acts were strictly enforced.

· A. Philip Randolph and Chandler Owen were publishers of a newspaper called The Messenger. They were arrested for writing articles urging Blacks not to support the war.

· In 1918, the Sedition Act was put to a legal test.

· Charles Schenck, who was against the war, was convicted for handing out papers stating people should not support the war.

· Charles Schenck pleaded his case to the United States Supreme Court. 

· Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes ruled that Schenck was convicted because his actions were a clear and present danger to the United States in a time of war.

3.6 Americans to War

· In order to get Americans to war, the government had to raise a large army. 

· Soldiers and war materials then had to be transported to Europe.

· Once there, American forces had to support the Allies, who were worn out and turn the tide of the war.

· In May 1917, Congress passed the Selective Service Act, setting up a draft. The act said that all male citizens between the ages of 21 and 30 had to register with draft boards.

· The following year, the act was changed to include all male citizens between 18 and 45.

· The names of those registered were placed in a lottery. The people whose names were drawn had to serve in the military. 24,000,000 Americans were registered-3,000,000 served.

· To get Americans into combat, the government had to get soldiers and supplies across the Atlantic Ocean.

· Before the Americans entered the war, the Allies had been losing ships faster than new ones could be built.

· American navy leaders, such as Admiral William S. Sims, got the Allies to use a convoy system.

· In it, small, fast warships called destroyers traveled with the supply ships. The destroyers carried weapons for use against submarines.

· The destroyers could protect the supply ships from attack.

· Before long, the convoy system had badly damaged German naval plans.

· In June 1917, the first American soldiers arrived in France.

· The American Expeditionary Force, which was made up of all American soldiers abroad, was led by General John Pershing.

· Pershing wanted a separate United States Army with its own front.

· Pershing had to give up this plan when Germany began a new drive against the Allies in the spring of 1918.

· The German effort was aided by the fact that Russia was no longer in the war.

· In 1917, there was a revolution in Russia. A group called the Bolsheviks had seized power and set up a new government.

· The Bolsheviks signed a separate peace treaty with the Germans in May 1918.

· After Chateau-Thierry, the Allies began their victory drive.

· In June 1918, the Americans fought their first sizable action at Belleau Wood and then won a victory at the Second Battle of the Marne-the turning point of the war. More than 85,000 Americans took part in the battle.

· The war continued into the summer and fall, with Allied attacks at St. Mihiel and a large-scale attack in the Meuse-Argonne area.

· This success convinced the Germans that they could not win the war.

· On November 6, they had asked for an armistice. On November 11, the armistice was signed and the war was over.

· The United States had given more than just its people to the war.

· When Americans arrived in France, the Allies were at war for several years. These nations had lost a great many soldiers who could not be replaced and those fighting were tired and had low morale.

· American entry into the war gave the Allied morale the edge that was needed to win.
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4. A Plan for Peace 
Long before the war was over, President Wilson began to prepare for the peace conference that would take place after the war.
Wilson believed that the war had been caused by secret alliances, national pride, arms races and selfish imperialism. Wilson hoped to work out a treaty that would end these things and bring about peace.
President Woodrow Wilson 
4.1 The Fourteen Points 
· On January 8, 1918, President Wilson went before Congress to offer his peace plan, which was called the Fourteen Points.
· The most important points was cooperation among all nations of the world.
· Other points included freedom of the seas during peacetime, an end to secret treaties and alliances and equal trading rights.
· The plan also called for all countries to cut down the size of their armed forces and to all people to decide their own forms of government.
· The 14th point called for the countries of the world to form a League of Nations. 
· Wilson believed the idea of the League of Nations was a sound plan and Americans, too, liked the plan. The German government also liked the agreement and believed that this would be the basis of peace following World WarI. 
Question 1 
What were the major items of Wilson’s peace plan?
The 14 Points 
4.2 The Treaty of Versailles 
On November 18, 1918, President Wilson announced that he and his advisors would go to Paris.
While there, Wilson was to meet with the major Allied leaders-David Lloyd George (England), George Clemenceau (France) and Vittorio Orlando (Italy).
The three major European leaders made it clear that they were there to punish Germany. 
As a result, the three European leaders refused to accept the 14 Points as the plan for peace.
The only piece of the points the three leaders would accept would be the creation of the League of Nations.
The Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 18, 1919.
This treaty would prove to be of more harm than good.
Question 2 
Who were the Big Four?
The Palace of Versailles 
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The Big Four-David Lloyd George 
The Big Four-George Clemenceau 
The Big Four-Vittorio Orlando 
The German representatives were shocked at the terms of the treaty.
Aside from the League of Nations, the terms of the treaty were much different from Wilson’s 14 Points.
Germany was given blame for starting World War 1 (they didn’t), they were forced to pay $56 billion for damages (they had no $) and they had to disarm their military.
These terms led to the rise of this man during the 1920s.
Adolf Hitler 
Question 3 
Why were the Germans shocked by the Versailles Treaty?
There was much opposition to the Treaty of Versailles in the United States Senate.
After the treaty was signed, President Wilson returned to Washington to present the treaty to the United Senate for ratification.
Wilson soon found out a number of United States Senators, predominantly Republican, who did not want to approve it.
These senators included Henry Cabot Lodge (Massachusetts), Hiram Johnson (California) and William Borah (Idaho)
Hiram Johnson-US Senator-CA 
Henry Cabot Lodge-US Senator-MA 
Some of the reasons for their opposition included:

(1) It would require the United States to join the League of Nations.

(2) It would require the United States to protect smaller nations. This would upset our prior policy of neutrality.

(3) They were not asked for any input to the treaty, nor were they asked to join Wilson at Versailles.
In September 1919, Wilson took his case to the American people by going on a speaking tour of the mid-western and far western states.
In 22 days, Wilson gave 37 speeches and traveled 8,000 miles. 
In Colorado, Wilson had a stroke and was rushed back to Washington, where he would finish his term.
Woodrow Wilson-US Tour 1919 
Question 4 
What did President Wilson attempt to do to overcome Senate opposition to the Treaty of Versailles?
President Wilson’s efforts did not prevent the defeat of the treaty in the United States Senate.
In November 1919 and March 1920, the Treaty came up for a vote and it was defeated twice by a Republican control Senate.
Wilson’s only hope was for the United States to get rid of the Republicans in the November election.
That dream, too, was not to be a reality. The American people elected Warren Harding. 
The Final Defeat of the League 
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